
      Camp Fitch 2012 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Each year the fourth grade students at Kensington participate in an outdoor education program.  This experience 

is supervised by volunteering parents and the fourth grade teachers.  We will be leaving for camp Monday, November 12, 

and returning to Rocky River on Wednesday, November 14, 2012.   

Camp Fitch is owned and operated by the Youngstown, Ohio YMCA.  The campus sits on the shore of Lake Erie 

in North Springfield, Pennsylvania.  The campus is approximately 100 miles east on I-90 (exit Rt. 215 North).  The 

students and parent chaperones will ride the Rocky River school buses to and from camp. 

 While the students are at camp they will participate in many activities.  Some of these activities, or classes, will 

coincide with our science and social studies curriculums, and others will challenge students to work as a team to 

accomplish a common goal.  The classes are taught by the fourth grade teachers and the Camp Fitch staff.   

The daily schedule at camp is crowded with classes and activities.  This is a very structured program that offers 

the children minimal free time.   The students will travel through each day’s activities in groups of approximately 20 

students.  Each group will be lead by at least 3 parent chaperones.   These groups will go to class together and eat their 

meals together.  At day’s end, the boys and fathers will go to separate dormitories from the girls and mothers.  Each group 

reconvenes again in the morning at breakfast.  See the attached sample schedule to get a clearer picture of our routine. 

The students, parents, and teachers will be treated to large meals with a small snack in the evenings.  The students 

will eat in a beautiful dining hall, which they help maintain during their stay.  We will be residing in heated dormitories 

with bathrooms and individual showers. Each student will have their own bunk and be able to choose a bunk partner 

within their cabin.  All students and parent chaperones need to bring a sleeping bag and pillow.   Bed linens will not be 

provided.  For more information about what to bring, see the suggested packing list. 

Attached you will find the Camp Fitch permission slip and health form.  No student will be able to attend camp 

without this form on file.  All emergency medical forms need to be turned in by October 26, 2012.  Our school nurse will 

be at camp with us the entire time.  She will distribute all medications throughout the day, just as she does during the 

regular school day.  All medications, aspirin, cough syrups, etc… should be packaged in large zip lock bags, clearly 

labeled, and have instructions.  Medications will be turned in to our nurse in the office the day we leave for camp.  Please 

complete the Camp Fitch Medication Form if you’re sending medication to camp. 

The campers will need to be able to haul their own luggage.  Please do not pack more than what your 

son/daughter can carry.  Refer to the suggested packing list.  

 Please mark your calendar for the Camp Fitch informational meeting for all fourth grade parents.  We will meet at 

Kensington Intermediate School the evening of Wednesday, October 24, 2012, from 7:00 - 8:00 P.M., in the commons 

(cafetorium).  More information will be sent home in a reminder letter in October.  Mr. Murphy (KIS principal), Mr. 

Wilhelmy (Coordinator), and a representative from Camp Fitch will be at the meeting to review the program in detail, and 

answer your questions.  

The fourth grade outdoor education program has been the beneficiary of generous grants from the Kensington 

PTA and Rocky River Education Foundation in past years.  The grants help lower the cost of tuition to each 4th grade 

family.  We are currently in the process of establishing a fee for this year's trip.  The cost is likely to be in the ballpark of 

$120 / student.  Tuition is free for our parent chaperones.  As soon as a specific price is worked out, a letter will be sent 

home. 

Camp promises to be an excellent and memorable experience for everyone  involved.  Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr. Albert Wilhelmy 

         4
th

 Grade Teacher 

         Camp Coordinator 


